
 

 

 

Rain terms 

Gimiwan.  It is raining.  

Pangbiisaa.  It is sprinkling/drizzling.  

Mkombiisaa.  It is icy rain, sleeting, hailing.  

Zi igibiisaa.  It is down pouring.  

Mangibiisaa.  It is raining big drops.  

Mibiisaa.  It is raining off and on.  

Bii j ibiisaa.  The rain is coming/approaching.  
 

Snow terms 

Zookpwa.  It is snowing.  

Zookpwasoon.  It is lightly snowing.  

Biispwagwat.  It is snowing a very fine snow.  

Mangidegoon.  It is snowing big flakes. 

Goonkaa.  There is a lot of snow.  
 

Other weather terms 

Aabwaa.  It is mild.  

Aawan.  It is foggy. 

Gizhaate.  It is hot.  

Gizhinaamde.  It is muggy/humid. 

Kisinaamigat.  It is cold.  

Minogiizhigat.  It is a nice day. 

Mzhaakwat.  It is a clear day.  

Nigwaankwat.  It is cloudy. 

Niiskaadat.  It is storming.  

Nimkiikaa.  It is thundering.  

Noodin.  It is windy.  

Dkaasin.  The wind is cold.  

Pkwene.  It is foggy/cloudy/smoky.  

Tkeyaamigat.  It is cool. 

Waasesemigat.  It is lightning.  

Wiisagaate.  It is very hot (sun is beating 
down hot).  

 

Wegnesh/Aaniish gwajing ezhiwebak?  
What is happening outside? 

 

For each weather term, you can add a tense to it 
to indicate when the weather is happening.  

 
For example: 

 
Giigimiwan.  /  It was raining.  

J i inaagwa giigimiwan.  /  It rained yesterday. 
or 

Wiigimiwan.  /  It will rain.  
Waabang wiigimiwan.  /  It will rain tomorrow. 

 
Another prefix that can be used is ‘maajii-‘ to 

indicate that the weather is starting.   
 

For example:  
 

Maajiigimiwan.  /  It is starting to rain. 

Maajbiisaa.  /  It is starting to rain.    


